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tive finance, will be the main condition for the victory
of co-operative ideals.
In any case it is important for the co-operative move-
ment to organise its forces in a system which in all parts
support and supplement each other under existing con-
ditions, because otherwise co-operation will not survive
the transitional period from competitive capitalism to
any other system. The transitional period may be a result
of legislative activities or of revolution: but in either case
a part of the existing economic institutions will have
to be used for achieving new ends. The example of
U.S.S.R. has shown how difficult it is to scrap the whole
existing system of economic organisation and undertake
simultaneously the double task of building a new organisa-
tion and making it serve the process of building. If the
co-operative movement meets the transitional period
unorganised as a system, it will be reduced to a subsidiary
distributive organisation, and its great experience and
organisational tradition will be wasted for the building
up of the new social order.